MAN OF THE WIDE WORLD

English Golf. Let us agree that these two Immutabilities
are equal; for to propose a new kind of club is hardly
less an effrontery than to suggest a wider bat or that the
bails in future should be nailed to the stumps. The
Prince had not actually proposed a new kind of club,
but he had brought one from England and no doubt was
hoping that, after trying it out " on tour," he would be
emboldened to use it at home. This club was a patent,
unbreakable driver made of steel. If any there had been
disposed to heed the omens, the experiment could never
have been carried out. When the Prince appeared on
the links, there was a free and very determined fight
among the native caddy-boys for his golf bag. Nor
did the intervention of the fat caddy-master settle the
point but rather delayed decision. We, knowing what
followed, may suppose that the noisy conflict had robbed
the Prince of the confidence which was necessary for so
momentous a test. Whatever we may suppose cannot
alter the fact that that unbreakable driver, made of steel,
broke into two clean pieces at the very first tee.

After this experience the Prince considered it about
time that he turned to safari; and when von Blixen
and Finch-Hatton met him at Mombasa, they began at
once to make plans. The result was the most arduous
trek the Prince had known till then. Some natives
brought news of a solitary bull elephant, the biggest
they had ever seen. The spoor was discovered and off
they went in pursuit. The country was a scorched
plain. They covered ten miles in two hours and a half;
then, as if they had merely come out for a picnic, they
had a leisurely lunch. They went on till dark without
a glimpse of the beast. The Prince then had his first
experience of camping on an open plain. Just before
he went to sleep (if he slept at all) he heard a lion roar.
Distant it was, but in the stillness it seemed all-too-near,
especially when, following it, the antelope's alarm cry
was raised. Through another burning day they tramped,
following spoor that at one moment looked fresh, at